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The Education Gamble: can you afford 


GINA BOWEN 


The prevailing theory about edu- 
cation seems to be that if you get a 
degree your future is established and 
your hopes for economic success are 
assured. For several years this theory 
has been the mantra chanted to nu- 
merous college freshmen across the 
country as they embark on a jour- 
ney that leaves the average graduate 
$27,253 in debt. While it is undeni- 
able that education improves a per- 
son, is the theory still true that educa- 
tion is a guaranteed path to economic 
security? Recent studies indicate that 
the theory may be losing its credibil- 
ity and that, much like the housing 
bubble of the mid 2000s, education 
is experiencing its own bubble. Un- 
less something is done to alleviate the 
financial burden required to obtain 
higher education, it is unconscionable 
to continue to promulgate education 
as a cure-all for the jobless. 

According to a recent story in 
“The Wall Street Journal,” in 2012 
eight percent of all minimum wage 
workers had at least a bachelor’s de- 
gree. While it may be true that em- 
ployers would rather hire an educated 
worker over a non-educated worker, 
minimum wage is hardly sufficient to 
pay off the debt load often required 
to obtain a bachelor’s degree. Con- 
sider that a graduate with the average 
debt of $27,253 can expect a mini- 


mum monthly payment 
of around $200. 

The Associated Press 
reported that 53 percent 
of recent college gradu- 
ates are unemployed or f 
underemployed. As un- 
fortunate as this news 
is, even more disturbing 
is the across-the-board 
increase in federal aid 
recipients with advanced 
degrees. Between 2008 
and 2011 the number of 
individuals with Ph.D.s 
that obtained some type 
of federal assistance in- 
creased from 9,776 to 
33,655, and it increased 
from 101,682 to 293,029, 
for those with master’s 
degrees. In light of the 
aforementioned _ statis- 
tics, it comes as no surprise that there 
has also been an increase in default 
of student loan repayment. Unfor- 
tunately for those with student debt, 
walking away from this obligation is 
not really a long-term option. 

Unlike any other debt, student 
loans cannot be released in bankrupt- 
cy; because of that, creditors know 
they will get their money eventually 
This guarantee of repayment has al- 
lowed many students to get lonns 
who might not be the best candidates 
to receive them. Many students sim- 
ply don’t understand the ramifications 
student debt can have on their credit 


if they don’t pay and on their monthly 
budget if they do. Students generally 
tend to be focused on the projected in- 
crease in wages college graduates are 
promised to have over their lifetime 
This unspoken promise is advertised 
by colleges in what can eas 
terpreted as a justification of the ever- 
increasing price tag of education. 
While it is important that people 
receive an education for the better- 


y be in- 


ment of society, the reality is that be 
cause of its expense, education has 
taken on an imperative to be about 
jobs. 
have seen enrollments swell; students 


Since the recession, colleges 


Farewell to CCC: 
ups and downs of the year 


AUGUST FRAME 
REPORTER 


“I always knew that I would look 
back on the times I cried and laugh, but 
I never knew that I'd look back on the 
times I laughed and cry.” 

- Shaun Prowdzik 


As the 2012-2013 school year comes 
to a close, I have looked back, and I’ve 
seen a whole new world fly by my eyes. 
From just the changes in my own life to 
how I’ve seen people around me grow 
and develop, not to mention what we've 
all learned this year, I feel a slight pang 
as I realize we're weeks from its being 
all over. Let’s take a quick look over this 
year in terms of Clatsop Community 
College. 

In a personal favorite book series, 
Harry Potter, as the end drew nigh for 
Harry, Sirius Black told him, “We are 
part of you. Invisible to anyone else.” 
The friends we’ve made, the education 
we've received, everything we know 
and will know is only within us. We'd 
be massive beasts if our knowledge was 
superficial on our body, and so I am par- 
ticularly grateful for this. I have a few 
people that I believe will forever be a 
part of me, as I hope you have as well: 
Kathryn Sinor, for being a good friend 
for years and somehow surviving the 
experience Clatsop Community College 
has provided right beside me; Shelby 
Lofton, for showing me that it is indeed 
possible to be social and academically 
happy all the time, a concept which I still 
can hardly grasp; Christopher Partin, for 
showing me that I can actually make a 
good friend without leaving the comfort 
of a fishbowl; Julie Brown, for educat- 
ing me more powerfully than any teacher 


. 


CCC’s Columbia Hall 


I’ve ever had or am likely to ever have 
again; Bernard Wood, for having the first 
name of Bernard and showing me how | 
want to be when I get old, for better or 


. for worse; Nichole Warwick, for show- 


ing me how to love the subject I always 
detested in high school. 

T hope that I will always keep in touch 
with these brilliant men and women as 
they've changed me for good, no matter 
how far apart we may go and no matter 
how far apart we may grow as time goes 
on. 

Given that a lot has happened over 
the year at Clatsop Community College, I 
will take note of them. As Rosanne Cash 
stated, “The key to change... is to let go 
of fear.” We did experience the loss of 
some instructors at CCC, and they should 
not be forgotten. However, it is not the 
end for them all. There are forever new 
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places to explore and exciting jobs to 
take, So for those lost to us, I hope that 
they give another group as much happi- 
ness as they did here. 

I asked a few students what their 
memorable moment of Clatsop was, and 
I had some interesting responses. One 
student recalled nearly falling face-first 
in front of everyone. Another recounted 
sitting in a study room playing Terraria, a 
two-dimensional game similar to Mine- 
craft, with two of his best friends during 
his second turn around here at CCC after 
his first attempt here when he didn’t feel 
like he belonged. 

Booker T. Washington once said, 
“Success is to be measured not so much 
by the position that one has reached in 
life as by the obstacles which he has 


See FAREWELL on page 3 


to play the odds? 
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are lured by the promise that educa- 


tion will bring a financially better fu- 
ture. Upon graduating, many students 
are discovering that most of the new 
jobs being created in this country 
don’t require a college degree; in fact, 
only three out of thirty necessitate a 
de: The last census revealed an 
increase of thirty-eight percent in the 
number of Americans under twenty- 
five with bachelor’s degrees, With 
more’ college graduates to choose 
from, however, supply and demand 
seems to be weighing in on behalf of 
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AN 
INSIDE 


Music & Brains: 


2 THE BANDIT | JUNE 2013 


EDUCATION 


Continued from page | 
employers. 

With student loan debt top- 
ping one trillion dollars, a debt 
that is greater than America’s 
credit card debt, and with job 
prospects diminished, what will 
the student loan crisis bode for 
this country’s economic fu- 
ture? Peter Thiel, Pay Pal’s co- 
founder, has accurately predicted 
several economic disasters in 
the last few years. He says this 
about education: “A true bubble 
is when something is overvalued 
and intensely believed. Educa- 
tion may be the only thing peo- 
ple still believe in throughout 
the United States. To question 
education is really dangerous. 
It is the absolute taboo. It’s like 
telling the world there's no Santa 
Claus.” While the need for edu- 
cation may be an undisputed 
truth, the price tag for education 
needs to be questioned and con- 
sidered because this “bubble” is 
going to pop. Thiel isn’t the only 
expert in the know worried about 
the financial impact education 
could have on our economy. Wil- 
liam E. Brewer, Jr., president of 
the National Association of Con- 
Bankruptcy Attorneys, 
claims, “Take it from those of us 
on the frontline of economic dis- 
tress in America: This could very 
well be the next debt bomb for 
the U.S. economy.” 

The education 
close to home for many people, 
but for me it hits smack dab in 
my living room. | am a forty- 
four-year-old single mother who 
went back to school to build 
a better future for me and my 
daughter. I will graduate with 
my associate of arts transfer de- 
gree from Clatsop Community 
College in June. I have been ac- 
cepted to Portland State Uni- 
versity to finish my bachelor’s. 
At this point in my education, | 
have already accrued $15,000 in 
debt. I had hoped to receive ad- 
ditional scholarships to offset the 
remaining cost of continuing my 
education; I did not. So in spite 
of the fact I have maintained a 
4.0 grade point average, was vot- 
ed Student of the Year in 2012 at 
my campus, hold the position of 
Vice President of Leadership in 
my college's local chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, can boast a litany 
of non-profit organizations for 
which I have volunteered, and 
from an academic stand point 
represent a safe bet for continu- 
ing education, I won't be going 
on to Portland State University 
in the fall. With the increas- 
ingly diminished prospects for 
America’s graduates, I simply 
cannot afford to take on another 


sumer 


crisis hits 


$15,000 to finish my degree. 
Another sad reality in the surge 
of college enrollment is the po- 
litically incorrect notion that 
maybe not all students are cre- 
ated equal. An anonymous 
teacher, Professor X, wrote an 
article published in “Rereading 
America” about the gap between 
many students’ abilities and the 
demands required by college. 
He writes, “For 1, who teach 
these low level, must pass, no- 
multiple choice-test classes, am 
the one who ultimately delivers 
the news to those unfit for col- 
lege: that they lack the most ba- 
sic skills and have no sense of 
the volume of work required; 
that they are in some cases bare- 
ly literate; that they are so bereft 
of schemata, so dispossessed of 
contexts in which to place newly 
acquired knowledge, that every 
bit of information simply raises 
more questions, They are not 
ready for high school, some of 
them, much less for college.” 
What becomes of the stu- 
dents ill-equipped for college 
who have been propelled along 
in the “it will all be better if you 
go back to school” movement? 
The students unprepared often 
fail and are forced to take those 
classes again, or they may sim- 
ply drop out. Whichever occurs, 
the money they borrow is like a 
ticking time bomb waiting to ex- 
plode the future they were trying 
to build by attending college in 
the first place, Colleges and uni- 
versities are being run more and 
more like businesses; this poses 
the potential for questionable 
moral practices on the part of 
the institutions, themselves. For 
instance, Professor X broaches 
the idea of whether it is moral 
“admitting so many students 
to clas 


es they cannot possibly 


pass.” Because colleges are see- 


THE BANDIT ASKS 


ing more and more of their fund- 
ing coming directly from stu- 
dents, it is in the colleges’ best 
interest to keep that money com- 
ing in regardless of whether it is 
in the students’ best economic 
interest to attend school. Is it 
moral for colleges and universi- 
ties not to provide more compre- 
hensive debt awareness coun- 
seling to students? How can 
students who test into college 
clearly deficient in their ability 
to understand what student loan 
debt will mean make the best 
choices about loans if the col- 
lege fails to help them properly? 

It is imperative that this 
country once again genuinely 
prioritize education. The only 
way that priority can truly be re- 
alized is by properly funding it 
Properly funding education will 
mean that new graduates will be 
able to meaningfully contribute 
to the economy because they 
won't have a debt burdening 
their ability to buy a home; it 
will relieve some of the pressure 
impeding academic excellence 
imposed by a need to work while 
attending school; schools will be 
able to focus on what is in the 
best interest of the students and 
not the bottom line; and regard- 
less of what job is or is not wait- 


ing after graduation, our coun- 
try will have a better educated 
populace more capable of meet- 
ing the intellectually demanding 
requirements of this challenging 
time in which we live 


Sources for this article in- 
clude “The Wall Street Jour- 
‘Time Magazine,” “The 
Chronical of Higher Education,” 
“The Atlantic,” CNN, and the 
textbook “Rereading America 
Cultural Contexts for Critical 
Thinking and Writing.” 


nal, 


UC U-EAT 


T-Paul’s Urban Cafe 
T-Paul’s Supper Club 


Lunch, Dinner & In-between 


Downtown Astoria 


Movie Review 


CHRIS PARTIN 
REPORTER 


“The Life of Pi” 


“The Life of Pi” is about conquering through 
adversity. It is about rising above the improbabil- 
ity; itis about believing even when all hope has left 
you. It is about sticking to your morals, (6 your way 
of life, even if that could mean putting yourself in 
danger, It is about keeping faith, even in the worst 
of situations. It is about the cosmos, the ways of na- 
ture, the survival of your soul in the midst of primal 
desolation, But mostly, it is about the soul we create 
for ourselves, 

In the story, Pi, his family, and the majority of 
their zoo animals (which were sold to various zoos), 
are migrating on a Japanese vessel. When the boat 
is attacked by a tempes' 
eryone is killed except for Pi and a small collection 
of animals onboard a lifeboat. One of these animals 
happens to be a very hungry and angry Bengal tiger 
named Richard Parker. Pi, stuck out in the middle 
of the ocean with this titanic tiger and little to no 
rations, must find a way to survive 

When Pi is later asked what happened, how he 
managed to survive such chaotic conditions in the 
face of disaster, he tells the story of Parker and him 
crossing the sea and surviving against all odds 


and fioods out, nearly ev- 


When the investigators don’t believe him, he 
tells a different story, one that’s far more believ- 
able, understandable, but also downright brutal 
This leaves the audience wondering if the story it- 
self was a metaphor for what really happened, if the 
tiger was Just an inner part of himself all along, or if 
Richard Parker really was on that boat, floating into 
seemingly certain doom. The issue with the second 
story is that it is far too believable compared to the 
first. Why would Pi lead with such a well thought 
out and farfetched story that wasn't quite the truth, 
and which is nearly impossible to believe? This 
leads to the conclusion that the story of him and 
Parker surviving the sea of potential death as the 
more likely of the two, although the second story 
featuring a horrifying end to his mother and there- 
fore his innocence, could be just traumatic enough 
for him to hide from it in the face of questioning 
Regardless, the story is about the human spirit and 
how we create our own stories 


“The Life of Pi” is about a Jot of things: con- 
quering adversity, power of faith, championing the 
human spirit, a bond between two unlikely friends 
It’s about rising above the threshold of probability 
instead of giving up hope and drowning in your sor- 
row, It’s about finding knowledge and happiness in 
many forms of spirituality and religion 

But really, it’s about telling us a story we can be- 
lieve in, not only for the sake of entertainment, but 
also for the sake of inspiration. It’s the type of story 
that can change ones point of view of the world, 
of this insane ride we call life. Whether you read 
the Booker Prize-winning novel by Yann Martel, or 
watch Ang Lee's beautiful depiction of it, you can 
experience the miracle of life and storytelling at its 
fullest. 


Director Ang Lee 
Rating: PG 
Running Time: 127 minutes 


The Bandit Asks 


“The Bandit” asks, “What technology could you not live without? Why?” 


Nichole Lopez 


“My cell phone. I know that’s pretty 
generic and everybody says it, 


but it’s true.” 


Jared Sluman 


“Computer. Because you can 
do most things on it: like 


music/movie/design.” 


McKenzie Stockfleth 


“Laptop. I can do everything from 
other technology on my laptop.” 


Jeff Mabry 


1 couldn’t live without.” 


“I don’t think there's any technology 
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The effects of music on learning 


ELLIOT FOX 
REPORTER 


If there was an effortless 
way to boost your 1Q, wouldn't 
you take it? 

My high school psychol- 
ogy teacher once told me a story 
about a college professor that 
ran an experiment on two of his 
classes. The two groups of stu- 
dents were given the exact same 
tests in completely identical 
testing environments. The only 
difference: one class listened to 
one of Mozart's compositions 
while testing and the other did 
not. To his surprise, the students 
who listened to Mozart had sig- 
nificantly higher testing scores 
than those who tested in silence; 
and so the Mozart Effect was 
born. 

While I am unsure if this is 
exactly how the Mozart theory 
came into existence, | do know 
that since its appearance in the 


world of science there has been a 
great deal of debate over wheth- 
er or not listening to particular 
classical compositions will ac- 
tually increase intelligence lev- 
els, 

Many experiments have 
been run with varying results 
which suggest that perhaps this 
theory is in error, but there has 
been a great deal of success in 
testing that shows music in- 
creasing short term “special 
reasoning skills,” which include 
cognitive activities like pencil 
mazes and paper folding. 

When a person listens to 
music, various locations all over 
the brain become stimulated and 
active. Scientists have discov- 
ered through experimentation 
that many of these stimulated re- 
gions overlap with the same ar- 
eas that activate when a person 
is dealing with spatial reasoning 
(prefrontal, temporal, precu- 
neus, etc...). This suggests that 
when people listen to music they 


CCC Graduation Notice 


The Bandit congratulates the 2013 graduates and reminds them of the following information: 


College graduation will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 14th, at the Liberty Theater. 
Graduation rehearsal is at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 13th, at the Liberty Theater. 
Caps and gowns may be picked up at the college bookstore during 
business hours, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m 
For more commencement information, visit the college website. 


are also being primed to deal 
with spatial reasoning, which in 
turn increases their performance 
when faced with various three- 
dimensional activities. 

On the opposing side, these 
spatial reasoning tests were re- 
futed by scientists stating that 
the results only arose due to the 
subjects experiencing “enjoy- 
ment arousal” from the music 
which made their tasks more 
interesting; however, this re- 
buttal was further refuted by 
an experiment on some rats. In 
this experiment there were three 
groups: group A that in utero 
was exposed to Mozart’s piano 
Sonata K448, group B that in 
utero was exposed to various 
other composers, and group C 
which in utero was exposed to 
plain white noise. Out of these 
three groups, it was the group A 
rats that completed maze tests 
significantly swifter and with 
fewer errors than the other two 
groups. This experiment showed 
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overcome.” 

There are great stories to tell 
at Clatsop Community College 
From Bernie Wood’s diligent 
work here for years to a stu- 
dent named Allex Kutrich, who 
started here with the Lives In 
Transition program, becoming 
the president of the Rising Lites 
club as well as a star student, 
rebuilding her life for the better 
for her and her child, Recently, 
she was voted Student of the 


Year. 

The pen is in your hands; the 
rest is still unwritten. Your past, 
present, and future are up to you 
Clatsop Community College has 
done so much for me and many 
others that I cannot begin to ex- 
plain how thankful I am. If this 
is my last term at CCC, I have 
but one important thing to say 
that I think everyone should 
take to heart: never stop think- 
ing your education is done. The 


books may be closed, and the 
schooling may have passed, but 
every day is a new experience 
till we're dead. Try and make 
your life just one more thing for 
the future to learn from. From 
myself and all of “The Bandit,” 
we wish you luck on finals and a 
pleasant summer. 

As Eileen Caddy put it, 
“Live and work, but do not for- 
get to play, to have fun in life 
and really enjoy it.” 
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that it was not mere enjoyment 
of the music but the music itself 
that increased spatial skills, 

While _three-dimensional 
capabilities are known to be 
enhanced by the Mozart Effect, 
there is too much inconclusive 
data to say the same for in- 
creased intelligence or 1Q. There 
is, however, a definite connec- 
tion between learning to read 
music at a young age and en- 
hanced mathematical/language 
skills 

Exposure to music while the 
brain is still in its developmental 
stage is also said to help chil- 
dren think more creatively and 
out-of-the-box later on in life. 
While listening to Mozart dur- 
ing a test may not help improve 
your score, exposing and teach- 
ing your kids music at a young 


age will have a good chance of 
improving theirs. 

Music is definitely some- 
thing that will do more good 
than harm in the grand scheme 
of things, so it’s a good idea to 
keep yourself exposed to it. Mo- 
zart’s compositions may not be 
your cup of tea, but if you're 
stuck on a particularly difficult 
puzzle that is taking too long to 
crack, give piano Sonata K448 a 
listen and see if it helps. 


Sources used for this article are 
the following. 
-http://www.psychologytoday.com 
blog/your-musical-self/201005/the-mo- 
zart-effect-doesnt-work 
-http://www.nebi.nim.nih.gov/pme/ar- 
ticles/PMC1281386 
-http://www.supporttmf,org/docu 
ments/BenefitsofMusic-Web.pdf 


Dandit te atites 


Dear Students, 


As I write my last é 
column for “The Bandit,” | 
thought I would write some 
general advice to all of 
you students who remain 
behind and for all of the 
new students that will be 
starting in the fall 

1. Make sure you get 
the maximum value out 
of your education. When 
you spend money on your 
cars, phones or computers, you e { 
make sure you get the most 
bang for your buck; it should be the same with education. You 
should ask questions if you don’t understand and hold teach- 
ers and administrators accountable. It's 
spending on this, so expect something back for it 

2. Network. The social aspect of college is extremely im- 
portant. You have heard it said it’s not what you know, it’s 
who you know; there is a lot of truth in that statement. The 
friends you make today could be your employer tomorrow. 

3. Make sure that you understand the difference between 
unsubsidized loans, subsidized loans, grants, and scholar- 
ships. The moment you take out an unsubsidized loan, it 
begins to accrue interest. In order to put this in perspective, 
since I started college two years ago, 1 borrowed $3100 in 
unsubsidized loans. 1 now owe $3600 from the unsubsidized 
loans because of the interest. Scholarships and grants do not 
have to be paid back; apply for as many of those as you can 

4. Meet with your advisor regularly. This college is lit- 

tered with students who didn’t realize until it was too late that 
they were short a required class and thus they couldn’t gradu- 
ate for an additional term or, often as not, another year. Make 
sure you know exactly what classes are required for your de- 
gree, and know when this college offers them. 
5. Get involved. This college has numerous clubs and 
events that you can participate in. These activities allow you 
to meet people in fields of study you might not otherwise 
come? into contact with that could enhance your education. 
It’s important to realize the experiences you have in college 
can be as foundational to your learning as the knowledge you 
acquire in the classroom. By investing your time in extra ac- 
tivities offered through the college, you strengthen your com- 
munity, your relationships, your connections, and the school 
itself. 

6. Find out what services are available. You should know 
that besides the faculty there is a whole support staff working 
towards your success. In Alder Hall is the Lives in Transi- 
tion’s office/hangout; it is worth checking out. The Lives in 
Transition program is one of the best deals on campus, and 
students who go through this program have an increased 
chance of success in college because of it. The Plus Program 
is an invaluable resource for those who qualify to be in it. 
There is a math lab and a writing lab here on campus. If you 
have even the slightest concern about a paper or about your 
math homework, take advantage of these labs. It’s free, or 
rather, you paid for it already with your tuition, 


Ein 


your money you are 


Thank you, readers, | have enjoyed writing for you. God 
bless, good luck and goodbye. 


ann & tony kischner's 


BRIDGEceretfe/- 


7 days * lunch.dinner.sunday brunch * 503.325.6777 
bridgewaterbistro.com * 20 basin st. astoria or 
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Privacy, what’s that? 


that are placed on the computer vaguely worded bills like CISPA 
will keep being thrown at the 
House and Senate till enough 
fish take the bait 

Maybe I’m the only person 


with the nightmare where | walk 


CODY OSBURNE 
REPORTER 


or device are from the current 
site being viewed 
the Do Not Track is commonly 
found under the privacy settings 
of the browser 

Another thing to take into 
consideration is encrypting one’s 
internet traffic. This 
anyone from eavesdropping on 


Turning on 


Nowadays, internet privacy 
is virtually nonexistent. If some- 
one is signing up for a social net- 
working service, he/she is giving 
up their rights to privacy on the 
internet. What about the privacy 
one doesn’t give up? The privacy 
that is taken? There's a wealth of 
information about nearly every 
individual on the planet floating 
around this giant web of ones 


outside my house and become 
bombarded with ads that know 
prevents my location. | fear cameras po: 
sitioned on walls that can track 
the communication between eye movement and position ads 
the user and the website unless 
the computer has spyware on it 
Encrypting a website is simple 
Before the web address, https 


should be present. Https:// en- 


to my focal point. I’m not even 
talking about advanced tech- 
thing 
nightmare is 3 


nology here. The only 
preventing my 


lack of cheaply available video 


and zeros. ables Transport Layer Security screens. In the meantime, you 
Let's take a moment and (TLS) or Secure Sockets Layer should enjoy your privacy while 

think about what information is (SSL). It depends on what the you have it 

commonly stored over the inter- website supports. sources: 

net. There’s location, name, age, Privacy is a civil liberty that https://scienceprogress 


gender, finances, opinions, and 
contacts. These are pretty much 
the basics, but data about any- 
thing can be stored. 

I like to use the example of the 
Many grocery 
stores will increase the price of 


has been dwindling for some org/2011/07/the-problems-of- 


policing-internet-privacy 


time now. It'll be a foreign con- 
Photo by Lynette Vollmer cent in the near future because 

Marketing is going to target the demographic with ads, but it’s 
important to remember ads run the internet. The more views an ad 
receives, the more it supports whoever created the site’s content. If 
this wasn’t the case, the internet would be based around a subscrip- 
tion or modular purchasing model 

With all the information gathered by different corporations, a 


there’s too much money to be 


made in advertisements. These 


grocery store 


merchandise, and then they’ll re- 
quire the customer to sign up for 


West Side Deli 


« Home of the Kaboom Burger « 


Call Ahead 
503-741-0780 


490 West Marine Drive, Astoria 


membership in order to receive tracking firm will be hired to create a personal consumer profile 


the original price. When some- where information can be sold quite freely among internet compa- 
one pays for groceries, the com- nies. These profiles help tailor ads and services towards demograph- 
pany can learn what is being sold ics. 
at the store by demographic 
How is this done on the in- 
ternet? Most of the time, cookies 
will be stored on the computer or 
device’s memory. When cookies 
were originally made, the intent 
was cookies for each website. 
They'd store user preferences 
like usernames and passwords, 
last page viewed, color theme, 
Now, 


extended their reach to tracking 


Security is usually what conflicts with privacy. The Cyber Intel- 
ligence Sharing and Protection Act or CISPA was recently reintro- 
duced to the U.S. Senate. The bill was aimed at prevention of cyber 
attacks, but it was so loosely worded that it would have allowed the 
government to freely access personal information from private cor- 
porations without being burdened by federal lawsuits. 

The big problem in passing a bill such as CISPA is that its pas- 
sage would permit the government to monitor practically every U.S 


We Do Catering 


citizen as more video devices enter households in the future. I per- 
Kaboom Burger 
2 Patties, Special Sauce, Swiss, Chedder, American, 
Bacon, Ham, Fried Egg. 
With all the Trimmings and French Fries - 13.00 


sonally enjoy my fair share of electronics, but I always feel like a 
new device is like a Trojan Horse on the doorstep of my privacy 
There have been some recent improvements in internet privacy 
The Do Not Track Policy was passed in 2011. This new policy gives 
internet users the ability to prevent cookies from third party web- 
sites, Now, when an internet user connects to a website, the cookies 


font size cookies have 


browsing history across differ- 


ent sites, which is convenient for 


marketing 


Movie Review 


ELLIOT FOX 
REPORTER 


“Star Trek Into Darkness” 


“Space; the final frontier.” While 
the original series (TOS) crew may 
have boldly gone where no man 
has gone before, the new Star Trek 
enterprise seems to be riding this 
split-infinitive straight into mixed 
emotions and slight disappointment 
with J.J. Abram’s recently released 
“Star Trek Into Darkness.” 

1 shall do my best to keep the 
spoilers at bay for those who have 
yet to see this film, but be warned: I 
have a lot of feelings for this series 
and am prone to rant where | feel 
ranting is due. 

My own Star Trek voyage start- 
ed at the end of 2009. I dedicated 
myself to two weeks of intense on- 
line episode binging during which 1 
finished TOS and moved on to The 
Next Generation (TNG). By the be- 
ginning of 2010, I had watched ev- 
erything, including movies and The 
Animated Series, up until season 
five of “Deep Space Nine” (DS9) 
where I came to a screeching halt to 
save myself from the eminent tears 
of losing (SPOILER ALERT) yet 
another one of Worf’s wives (they 
all die or don’t exist, give the Klin- 
gon a break!). Since then I have re- 
watched both TOS and TNG at least 
three times and even started a nice 
little novel collection. While I ad- 
mit I have yet to go to a convention, 
I consider myself to be an avid Star 
Trek fan AKA Trekker and hope- 
fully am at least a little qualified to 
review this movie. 

I'll start off on a positive note 
by applauding the actors in this re- 
boot for their portrayal of their orig- 
inal counterparts. James Kirk (Chris 
Pine) is still a rule-breaking captain 
with a heart of gold that can’t keep 
it in his pants while Spock (Zachary 
Quinto) is as logical as always with 


his ever inquisitive eyebrow raises 
and his own Vulcan way of show- 
ing love and loyalty for the crew; 
however, he has become quite the 
sass-master as of late. 

Getting away from the dynamic 
duo, I was a little disheartened by 
how the rest of the crew, minus 
Scotty (Simon Pegg) and Uhura 
(Zoe Saldana), were shoved under 
the rug for a good part of the film, 
popping in here and there to add a 
comical one-liner (“I’m a doctor, 
not a torpedo technician!”) then 
disappearing back to whatever post 
they had been previously manning. 
Personally, I would have loved 
some more Leonard “Bones” Mc- 
Coy (Karl Urban) moments, and 
Dr. Carol Marcus (Alice Eve) could 
have definitely done more than 
show her underwear and exist sole- 
ly as a future love interest for Kirk, 

Aside from our beloved “En- 
terprise” crew, we had the rather 
dashing British actor Benedict 
Cumberbatch playing Kirk’s cur- 
rent nemesis: a man going by the 
name of John Harrison. Benedict 
and his daunting voice mixed with 
the eloquent language of the script 
did a fantastic job bringing his 
character, an old rival of TOS Kirk, 
back to life in a way that was some- 
how both fresh and nostalgic if that 
makes any sense. 

There’s been a lot of kerfuffle 
about choosing an actor of a dif- 
ferent ethnicity than the original 
one he was based on (if you watch 
Star Trek you’ve probably guessed 
who he is by now, sorry), but I be- 
lieve that Benedict was an excellent 
choice for the role and am glad I got 
to see him star in one of my favorite 
TV series. 

Moving on from characters, 


1 honestly was a bit disappointed 
with a lot of the plot. While I was 
watching this movie, I found the 
intense special effect-filled action 
scenes to be enjoyable at first, but 
then they kept on throwing them 
out there one after another, and by 
about midway through the movie, 
I was fairly exhausted and ready 
for some good old-fashioned dia- 
logue. Unfortunately, the dialogue 
must have been lost in all of those 
explosions because when the cred- 
its started rolling | still hadn’t heard 
any. 
On the plus side I noticed that 
while there was still a significant 
amount of lens flare, it had toned 
down a bit since the 2009 film, and 
my eyes weren’t left with burnt iris- 
es. 
Through my readings on peo- 
ple’s reactions to this movie, I have 
discovered that many individuals 
did not like the admittedly ample 
plot twists that riddled this film, 
While they were successful in shock 
value, a lot of people have com- 
plained that the surprises got a bit 
dull after the umpteenth one came to 
pass. I agree with this opinion to an 
extent, but I also found that though 
predictable and at times leaving 
me wondering whether to laugh or 
cry (at one part the entire audience 
was crying, and I just started laugh- 
ing really loud), these twists were 
quite fun to me. I know the origi- 
nal scenes these shocks were based 
on, and my undeniably messed up 
sense of humor definitely had me 
laughing more than sobbing. 
Overall, the characters were 
mostly portrayed well, but the plot 
was lacking in real substance, a 
detail that was smothered in high- 
paced action scenes, well-placed 
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Movie poster courtesy of 
http://static schoolrack.com/files/221066/584003/ 
content.png 


comedy, massive explosions, and 
lens flare that dragged on for an hour 
and a half. I did enjoy the sort of 
grey area between what is morally 
right and wrong that was explored 
by John Harrison and Kirk for a 
while in the beginning. It leaves 
you unsure of who you really want 
to succeed and who should burn and 
die, but it kind of gets thrown out 
the window near the end (though a 
part of me still wanted Benedict's 
character to come out on top). 

When I look back over this 
review, | realize that it is mostly 
negative, and that may deter you 
from watching this movie, but in all 
honesty I enjoyed “Star Trek Into 
Darkness” immensely, It had a lot 
of little quips for fans of TOS that I 
enjoyed, and as long as | look past 
the Uhura/Spock romance—-I’m not 
going to get into that one or this will 
turn into a twenty-page research 
paper--! found it to be an enjoyable 
film that I will probably only watch 
ten more times before it comes out 
on DVD. I'm not going to rate it on 
a scale because honestly I would 
just be throwing out a random num- 
ber, but if you like high-paced ac- 
tion and comedy with some amaz- 
ing visual effects, I would definitely 
recommend watching this film. I 
promised myself I wouldn't do this, 
but I love corny things; “Live long 
and Prosper!” 


STUDENT NEWS 


Catfish interview 


Editor's Note: Due to an edito- 
rial mix-up, “Catfish” is being 
reprinted in full for this issue. 


ELLIOT FOX 
REPORTER 


About two weeks ago, | 
Was given the rare opportunity 
to conduct an interview with a 
casting producer by the name of 
Mark Pommerville of the MTV 
documentary series “Catfish,” 
a show based on the 2010 film 
“Catfish” featuring aman named 
Nev Schulman. 

For those of you who 
haven't seen the show or the 
film, “Catfish” is a series that 
focuses on people who have se- 
rious online relationships with 
another person whom they have 
never actually met in real life 
(usually: due to the reluctance 
of this other person) and would 
like an opportunity to meet them 
while validating that they are in 
fact who they say they are. This 
show is hosted by Nev Shul- 
man and his friend Max Joseph. 
Shulman went through the same 
experience of having an online 
relationship with someone who 
wasn’t the person she said she 
was. This was featured in his 
original documentary. Together 
Shulman and Joseph receive ap- 
plicants for their show and work 
to help those applicants find and 
meet their long distance lovers 
while doing research along the 
way to prepare their clients for 
the worst that is usually to come. 

For those curious as to where 
“Catfish” gets its name, Shul- 
man explains its origins in an in- 
terview with Katie Couric on her 
talk show “Katie.” When fisher- 
men used to catch codfish on 
their way from Alaska to China 
they would keep them in the vats 
on.their-ship; however, the fish 
would stay inactive for so long 
that when they arrived at their 
destination the cod were mushy 
and tasteless. In order to rem- 
edy this, the fishermen would 
put predatory catfish in the vats 
with the lazy cod. The catfish 
would keep the codfish active 
by nipping at their fins and tails 
throughout the journey keeping 
them firm and delicious. Shul- 
man then connects this to human 
society saying that “there are 
people who are catfish.” These 
people keep us on our toes and 
make life interesting, for better 
and for worse. This analogy is 
why the online predators that ap- 
pear on the show are referred to 
as catfish, as they keep their prey 
moving and active, thus present- 
ing us with a perfect title for this 
show. 

Now, when I interviewed 
Pommerville, I decided it would 
be best to start off by inquiring 
as to what a casting producer 
actually is. Pommerville’s re- 
sponse was that a casting pro- 
ducer’s job is to find people. 
There are certain criteria for 
people that a casting producer is 
given to find for the program he 

or she works under. For exam- 
ple, a show might need a group 
of ten eccentric people ranging 
from ages twenty-one to thirty- 
five with experience in cooking 
seafood. The casting produc- 
ers would then be charged with 
finding the best possible candi- 
dates that match this description. 
In order to find these individu- 
als, casting producers must do 
a great deal of research to find 
areas with people matching their 
description list. On “Catfish,” 
they do have an outreach pro- 
gram, but a great deal of people 
write in by filling out the appli- 
cation provided and mailing in 
their stories. 

My next question was some- 
thing my grandmother and | al- 
ways ponder when we sit down 
and marathon these sometimes 
hard-to-believe reality TV 


shows: How much of this is 
scripted? Pommerville replied 
that this is more of a documen- 
lary series, so it’s all authentic. 
Shulman and Joseph are docu- 
menting the experience and any 
sort of scripting would interfere 
with that. 

Sometime when you watch a 
reality TV series, you see a per- 
son so unbelievable and have to 
ask yourself, “Are these people 
even real?” In regards to “Cat- 
fish,” our interviewee assured 
me that the people he finds are 
most certainly real everyday 
people and not actors of any 
sort. If someone writes in (they 
read every single e-mail that gets 
sent to them) 
and the cast- 
ing producers 
like the story 
they give the 
sender a call 
to get to know 
him or her 
and their situations better. They 
also do some research into the 
sender’s story like checking 
this person's “catfish” to look 
for indications of being a false 
identity. Once they locate an 
individual candidate of interest, 
the casting producers initiate a 
process of standard background 
checks and psychological evalu- 
ations by their own psychiatrists 
to ensure that it will be safe for 
the applicant to be on the show. 
After passing these tests, the 
candidate’s e-mail is then sent 
to Shulman’s inbox. Once this 
is done, they will for certain be 
appearing on “Catfish,” and over 
the course of a week will have 
their own catfish found and the 
experience documented for ap- 
pearance on TV. Pommerville 
also mentioned that a catfish 
will even sometimes contact 
them for help as an opportunity 
to end that particular way of life 
and that they encourage all sorts 
of applicants to send in their sto- 
ries. 

When watching a show like 
this, I often wonder if the par- 
ticipants involved have any say 
in what is put on air and what 
scenes are sent off to the abyss of 
the recycle bin then deleted nev- 
er to be seen again. Pommerville 
answered that while the partici- 
pants do have to sign some stan- 
dard paperwork and have no real 
control over what goes on in the 
editing room, guests generally 
don’t have a problem with what 
is put into the episode. Almost 
everyone that has been on air 
has said this being on “Catfish” 
was one of the best experiences 
of their lives, and that includes 
the catfish that they seek out. A 
lot of good has come out of this 
show like Chelsea Browning, 
the first catfish, who became an 
anti-bullying activist and Matt 
Lowe who has become a role 
model to many as he works to 
shed weight and help others fac- 
ing problems like his own, You 
can find both online at Twitter 
and Facebook. 

Money is something that 
is often at the forefront of our 
minds, and so I asked our cast- 
ing producer what they do about 
those who cannot afford to take 
time off to appear on their show 
or who can not afford any other 
expenses that come up such as 
airfare and the like. Pommer- 
ville’s reassuring response was 
that they definitely cover every 
applicant that appears on “Cat- 
fish,” completely taking care of 
all expenses to make the experi- 
ence as easy for those involved 
as possible. Every guest also re- 
ceives what is called a “stipend” 
that provides him or her with 
money for the work they missed 

to be on the show so there is no 
financial burden as a result of 
this experience. 

People who find themselves 
in a situation where they have 
someone with whom they are 


in a serious long-distance or on- 
line relationship but have never 
been able to meet their partner 
and are becoming unsure should 
definitely apply for the MTV 
“Catfish’s” second sea- 
son. The application process is 
a simple form that can be found 
at this https://mtveasting.wufoo. 
com/forms/mtvs-catfish-season~ 
2-casting-application/ web ad- 
dress, and all information record- 
ed here is guaranteed to remain 
confidential until the sender has 
personally signed the proper 
forms to appear on the show. 
Pommerville advised to fill out 
as much of the form as possible 
and to be passionate and truthful 


S| 


series 


about your story and how you 
feel. Be sure to give the casting 
producers a way to contact you 
It is highly recommended to in- 
clude pictures; putting a face to 
a name makes it more personal 
and real, The application process 
usually takes a couple of weeks 
to go through, but the wait is 
worth it if you do end up appear- 
ing on the show. Pommerville 
assured me that crew personnel 
work to preserve the relation- 
ships they deal with and that it 
will definitely be an experience 
to remember. 

To anyone who has yet to 
view this series, | highly recom- 
mend it. “Catfish” itself is an 
amazing show that helps people 
in difficult situations confront 
and resolve their conflicts, po- 
tentially freeing them from the 
constraints of an unsure and po- 
tentially painful relationship. It 
really is a wonderful show, and 
1am very glad to have happened 
to stumble upon it. I'd also like 
to thank Mark Pommerville for 
this wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about the behind- 
the-scenes work that goes into 
finding and dealing with the real 
people that make this show be- 
cause it really is the people and 
their stories that make “Catfish” 
such a wonderful and enjoyable 
series to watch 
Catfish logo courtesy of http:/mtypress.com/img/ 
assets/10836/catfish_revised_logo_10.10.12,jpg. 
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ASG Notes 


TREVOR JACOBSON 
ASG President 


The academic year is nearly 
over, and Student Government 
has been preparing for the next 
year while celebrating the end 
of this one 

I helped oversee the final 
approval of the CCC Budget 
for the *13-14 fiscal year by at- 
tending Budget Taskforce Com- 
mittee meetings throughout the 
year and on the May 21st final 
public budget meeting. Unfor- 
tunately, tuition will be increas- 
ing to $98 per credit hour in the 
Summer Term with a new $30 
consolidated fee (4+ credits) 
that will replace student regis- 
tration and activity fees. The 
heightened costs come with the 
expectation that we will not sus- 
tain any more cuts to class offer- 
ings. Should the budget turn out 
as planned next year, I feel more 
secure in the college’s finances 

In College Council, we 
passed language changes to col- 
lege board policies. The body 
also approved college goals 
that will be helpful for us to be 
able to survive in the impending 
funding formula change from 
per-student to a success model. 
Lastly, the plan to ban smoking 
for this fall term by the Health 
& Wellness Committee has 
been delayed until fall of 2015 
so that it can be planned better, 
Smoking on the west side of 
Towler Hall will be offset by a 
new smoking shelter on the east 
side of Towler. This is to help 
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CCC Graduates 


FITNESS 


improve congestion around the 
staircase on the west side, and to 
provide a covered area to smoke 
on the east side 

My last college board meet- 
ing is on June 11th. I appreciate 
the both of these college groups 
for allowing student involve- 
ment with decisions and ideas. 

On May 29th, ASG hosted 
the Business Leaders of Tomor- 
row club from Astoria High 
School in a tour of the college. 
At 2 p.m. that day, we also held 
the annual end of year celebra- 
tion and awards ceremony in 
Towler Hall’s 3rd floor com- 
mons. I would like to thank ev- 
eryone who attended 

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my last two years here at CCC 
Last year, | served three terms 
as a reporter on “The Bandit.” 
This year I served as the ASG 
President and enjoyed it. If I 
could have changed anything, I 
would have preferred being a bit 
more outgoing and active with 
the student body 

Next year, the college will 


have more scrolling TV screens 
on the campus that will provide 
information on various depart- 
ments. In addition, we're work- 
ing out the final details on hav- 
ing ASG fund picnic tables on 
the campus. 

If you are interested in being 
a part of next year’s ASG, appli- 
cations are available online or 
on the counter next to the ASG 
office. Please turn in applica- 
tions to Lois Tivey in Student 
Services. 


Open 24/7 


*1A40 


every tay 


3-861-0688 
ON hwyjtor 


Marketplace 


Glow LinG- 
a4 


2845 Marine Drive, Astoria 
www.astoriacinnamontoast.com 


503-325-4631 
TUE.-SAT. 6:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


Purple Cow toys 


1380 Commercial, Astoria 
katiemurray @purplecowtoys.com 
billcolwill @ purplecowtoys.com 
503-325-2996 
KATIE MURRAY « BILL COLWILL 


HAMMOND KENNELS 
636 King Salmon St. 
Hammond, OR 97121 
BOARDING * GROOMING « TRAINING 
Vaccinations Must Be Current For Boarding 


503-861-1601 
poochies@ pacifier.com 


Bellisima 


SALON & BOUTIQUE 
1138 Commercial, Astoria 
DEBRA ANGUS, owner 
503-325-2950 


Bellisima 


SALON & BOUTIQUE 
1138 Commercial, Astoria 


PRISCILLA REYES, 
hair stylist 
503-325-2950 
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PATI MORRISSEY 
COLUMNIST 


En todas las comunidades 
de los Estados Unidos la buena 
salud esta siendo amenazada 
seriamente por el alto consumo 
de comida chatarra y la falta de 
ejercicio. El New York Times 
reporta este mes que mas de un 
tercio de los americanos adultos 
y casi un nifio de cada cinco son 
obesos segiin el Centro de Con- 
trol y Prevencién de Enferme- 
dades. Este gran problema co- 
menz6é hace aproximadamente 
50 afios cuando la cantidad de 
calorias diarias se incrementé y 
los restaurantes de comida ra- 
pida comenzaron a proliferar 
y consecuentemente la comida 
casera comenzé a disminuir. 
Este fendmeno est4 causando 
estragos en la economia del 
sistema de salud ya que la obe- 
sidad trae consigo un sinfin de 
enfermedades tales como la dia- 
betes, artritis y problemas car- 
diacos. El azucar, especialmente 
el jarabe de maiz de alta fructosa 
que se encuentra en las sodas y 
otras bebidas, asi como las gra- 
sas en los alimentos fritos, 
Henan de calorias vacias, nos ha- 
cen subir de peso y nos causan 
diversos desbalances metabdli- 
cos. Esta situacién se agrava si 
afiadimos la falta de ejercicio, 
el aumento en el tamafio de la 
porcién tanto en restaurantes 
como en comida a la venta y la 
presion social de consumir cier- 
tas marcas o tipos de alimentos. 

Esta epidemia de obesidad 
y diabetes es realmente una cri- 
sis y cada afio Oregén reporta 
37,000 personas obesas mas. ;Y 
la comunidad latina de Oregon? 
¢Cémo nos va a nosotros en este 
aspecto? Seguin el reporte del 
afio 2009 presentado por la DHS 


nos 


Ingredients 


2 Ibs, Beef choice and lean 

6 Ths. Butter 

1 Cup of Onion, chopped 

A little Garlic (optional) 

10 oz. Beef Bouillon 

3 Tbs. Flour 

2 Cups Sour Cream 

Ya Ib, Fresh Mushrooms 

1 cup Red Wine 

Pepper and Salt, to taste 

Your choice of Rice 
or Noodles 

Dill, Fresh (optional) 


Beef Stroganoff 
for the masses 


AUGUST FRAME 
REPORTER 


Introduction 


This is a wonderful recipe for beef Stroganoff that my singing 
teacher gave to me in musical format. I made it in reality, and 
it was DELICIOUS, so I hope you love it as much as I did! I’m 
sorry about all the weird measurements--it was difficult--but I 
think I got it right. You can also serve it on rice or egg noodles. 


Minutes to Prepare: 30 
Minutes to Cook: 30 
Number of Servings: 6 


4, Stir in remaining 


5. Bring to a boil. 
6. Over low heat, add the wine 


7. Serve over rice and top with 


STUDENT NEWS 


Buena salud 


(Department of Human Servic 
es), 70% de latinos en Oregon 
estan subidos de peso o son obe- 
sos. (http://public.health.oregon,, 
gov/diseasesconditions/chron- 
icdisease/diabetes/documents/ 
hb3486/diabstratgicpInsm.pdf). 
Estas estadisticas son realmente 
un llamado para tomar accién y 
hacer algo por nuestra comuni- 
dad para lograr una mejor salud 
en todas las etapas de nuestras 
vidas. 

Entonces, gqué hacer? To- 
dos sabemos que debemos con- 
sumir mas vegetales y frutas y 
menos alimentos fritos. También 
sabemos que no debemos tomas 
sodas y que debemos hacer ejer- 
cicio diariamente. Pero, es muy 
dificil cambiar nuestras cos- 
tumbres y habitos diarios, Sin 
embargo, los expertos en salud 
recomiendan adoptar un modo 
de vida mas sano poco a poco. 
Es decir, ponernos metas a corto 
plazo. Por ejemplo: este fin de 
semana no voy a tomar sodas, 
voy a tomar agua. O, esta sema- 
na voy a caminar los lunes y los 
miércoles por 20 minutos. Poco 
a poco podemos incorporar mas 
vegetales y frutas a nuestras 
comidas en lugar de alimentos 
procesados como papitas 0 com- 
idas de caja y podemos también 
dejar las sodas de por lado. Es 
importante también disminuir 
el tamafio de la porcién que nos 
servimos y asi disminuir el con- 
sumo de calorias. Recordemos 
que el alza de peso esta directa- 
mente relacionado con el nime- 
ro de calorias que consumimos. 
Eventualmente podemos adop- 
tar habitos alimenticios mas sa- 
nos e incorporar ejercicio diario 
a nuestras vidas 

Otro consejo de los expertos: 
tengamos paciencia y seamos 
constantes. Todo cambio se ob- 
serva mejor a largo plazo. Al co- 
menzar a cambiar nuestro estilo 


Directions 
1. Cut the beef in little pieces. 
2. Sauté in butter. 

3. Add the garlic until golden. 
ingredients. 


and sour cream until well 
combined. 


snipped dill. 


de vida probablemente comenc- 
emos a notar cambios grandes 
a los seis meses 0 al afo, Estoy 
hablando de cambios tales como 
la disminucién de los niveles de 
colesterol, disminucién de los 
niveles de azicar en la sangre y 
mejor circulacién sanguinea en 
general. 

Familias en Accién, un 
grupo de Portland dedicado a 
promover la buena salud dentro 


de la comunidad hispana, tiene 
una publicacién en el internet 
con muy buenas ideas, recetas y 
consejos para lograr una vida sa~ 
ludable. Este grupo recomienda 
seguir una dieta mediterrinea 
bajar nuestro consumo de grasas 
y no consumir manteca de cerdo 
sino aceite de oliva, consumir 
vegetales y frutas diariamente, 
evitar las sodas, caminar o hacer 
otro tipo de ejercicio todos los 


dias, ete. El sitio esté en: http:// 
www.esaludtoday.com/revista- 
online 

Con el comienzo del verano 
tenemos buenos vegetales y fru- 
tas a nuestra disposicién y muy 
importante jmenos Iluvia! Co- 
caminemos 
mas y seamos conscientes de lo 
necesario para lograr un peso 
adecuado y una vida mas sana 


mamos mis sano, 


The Mustache Phenomenon 


CHRIS PARTIN 
REPORTER 


There are a lot of things 
I understand. | understand 
the sudden rampage of cats 
all over the internet. I un- 
derstand tattoos and piere- 
ings. I understand the dif- 
ferent genres of music and 
the trends that follow them: 
trance, hip hop, heavy metal, 
oldies. I understand skaters, 
farmers, sports fans, artists, 
Luddites, feminists, politi- 
cians. 

1 understand the 
of dinosaurs, elves and 
dwarves, horror, and the 
weird part of Youtube. I un- 
derstand the fear of clowns, 
feet, and prickly closet mon- 
sters. I understand tennis 


love 


warriors, computer addicts, 
and speed walkers (though 


I don’t understand how they 
haven’t realized just how ri- 
diculous they look yet). 

Yes, there are a lot of 
things I understand (and a 
great deal more that I don’t), 
but one thing that may raise 
the most eyebrows is what 
I deem the Mustache Phe- 
nomenon. 

So just what is the Mus- 
tache Phenomenon, and 
why does it exist? The Mus- 
tache Phenomenon is a trend 
where mustaches have found 
a way to reign supreme once 
again. 

A popular grooming 
style for males in the 1800s 
has stormed back full force, 
this time on t-shirts, hats, 
finger tattoos, wedding pic- 
ture props, photo editing 
software, and costumes of 
every kind possible. 

Once the trademark of 
Mark Twain, Burt Reynolds, 
and that creepy guy follow- 
ing you in his van, mustach- 
es have now found a way to 
conquer the internet and our 
very lives. 
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Now one might think, 
“There are all kinds of mus- 
taches, buddy. You're be- 
ing far too vague.” And that 
would be a valid point, ifthe 
Mustache Phenomenon was 
prejudiced, which it isn’t 

Whether you're wielding 
the walrus as Mark Twain 
and John Lennon did, the 
toothbrush (or fuzzy friend- 
ly caterpillar) like Adolph 
Hitler, or Buffalo Bill’s han- 
dlebar, you have a place in 
the world of fake mustaches 
Even half grown mustaches 
and pencil-thin mustaches 
make appearances from time 
to time in this wild trend 
Basically, it’s the “leave no 
mustache behind act.” 

So what has inspired 
people, especially females, 
to want to sport fake mus- 
taches that make them look 
like eerie versions of the 
Monopoly man? Like with 
any trend, it’s pretty impos- 
sible to answer up front 

For one theory, we go 
to Anna Dudek on Hub- 
pages, where she says, “It’s 
believed that the fake mus- 
tache trend originated with 
hipsters as a way to mock 
conventional ideals of fash- 
ion and style.” 

It’s possible this theory 
isn’t too far off, consider- 
ing that kind of behavior is 
pretty standard for hipsters 
and is in fact the defini- 
tion of a “hipster” to begin 
with, meaning a group of 
people who value indepen- 
dent thinking and counter- 
culture. 

It could also be the sud- 
den shift in fashion, where 
a lot of 1950s and earlier 
memorabilia is becoming 
more and more popular. 

Whether it be music art- 
ists, steampunk (a specula- 
tive fiction genre mixing the 
locomotive era with science 
fiction), the revival of clas- 
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sic film and books, or just 
the internet sparking ideas 
for those looking for a way 
to make a splash in fashion, 
it’s not hard to connect the 
dots. 

Trying to make sense of 
any social phenomenon or 
trend can be exhausting, and 
it’s easy to get lost doing so 

There’s hardly ever just 
one answer. It’s not a linear 
plane where you go from 
point A to point B, but in- 
stead chaotic and random 
Oftentimes multiple sources 
credited with starting 
a movement, and it’s diffi- 
cult to pinpoint just where it 
began or why it caught fire 
once it did. There’s no way 
to tell for sure how the Mus- 
tache Phenomenon came to 
be, what its origin is, or how 
the trademark 
found a way to conquer our 
very lives, but it’s still fun to 
speculate and try to figure it 
out 


are 


classic has 


When something as ri- 
diculous as fake mustaches 
fire and spreads 
without an obvious origin 
(like, say, the promotion 
of a famous celebrity), it’s 
safe to say that social trends 
are a curiosity, almost as if 
they have a life of their very 
own. They are born, they 
live with nothing more than 
the nutrients from a cult fol- 
lowing, and then they die, 
maybe to be reincarnated in 
the future. 

The Mustache Phenom- 
enon may be on the back- 
swing and closer to its death 
than life, who knows, but 
either way it’s an intriguing 
marvel, and proof that such 
movements can seemingly 
come out of thin air. And 
who knows, maybe tomor- 
row it'll change. Maybe to- 
morrow it'll be fake ear hair. 
At least, that’s what I hope. 
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“The so-called ‘psychoti- 
cally depressed’ person who 
tries to kill herself doesnt do 
so out of quote ‘hopelessness’ 
or any abstract conviction that 
lifes assets and debits do not 
square. And surely not because 
death seems suddenly appeal- 
ing. The person in whom its in- 
visible agony reaches a certain 
unendurable level will kill her- 
self the same way a trapped per- 
son will eventually jump from 
the window of a burning high- 
rise. Make no mistake about 
people who leap from burning 
windows. Their terror of falling 
from a great height is still just 
as great as it would be for you 
or me standing speculatively at 
the same window just check- 
ing out the view; i.e. the fear of 
falling remains a constant. The 
variable here is the other ter- 
ror, the fire's flames: when the 
flames get close enough, falling 
to death becomes the slightly 
less terrible of two terrors. It's 
not desiring the fall; it’s terror 
of the flames. And yet nobody 
down on the sidewalk, look- 
ing up and yelling ‘Don't!’ and 
‘Hang on!’ can understand the 
jump. Not really. You'd have to 
have personally been trapped 
and felt flames to really under- 
stand a terror way beyond fall- 


ing.” . 
(David Foster Wallace) 


I'm sitting in my comput- 
er chair. The Arizona night is 
sweltering. The air conditioner 
revs, but it doesn’t matter. It’s 
midnight, still nearly a hundred 
degrees. My curtains are tilt- 
ed, revealing the eternal black 
of the world, which I can feel 
churning around me, My dog, 
a white mound of fur, sits by 
my feet. The night is unevent- 
ful. Facebook is what Facebook 
always is. I happen, by chance, 
to come across an old acquain- 
tance, someone who has dealt 
with depression for a long time. 
Most, even me, have blamed 
him for starving for attention. 
Tonight, he’s playing Potter- 
more, the new interactive story 
for the Harry Potter franchise. I 
decide to play a little too, and 
comment on his status update. 
We have a brief but satisfying 
back and forth. Many things 
cross my mind in this moment. 
I should talk to him more. I 
should offer to play a game 
with him in the future, talk to 
him about his poetry, and see 
what he’s been up to. I leave 
these ideas for another day, be- 
cause in every moment, time is 
infinite, and although we know 
it’s a lie, we act like we don’t. 

I often forget how impos- 
sible it is to feel empathy to- 
wards something I’ve never 
experienced, Although nearly 
everyone has been sad, bro- 


AROUND CAMPUS 


The harsh truth of 
time and suicide 


ken even, most of us cannot 
comprehend the desolation a 
person on the edge of the build- 
ing, on the edge of the infinite 
cliff, feels. We can tell them to 
hang on, that help is on its way, 
that things will get better, but 
all theyll feel is the tendrils 
of the flames caressing them 
from behind, the apparition of 
some horror we cannot see or 
understand. It’s like trying to 
sympathize with a soul anni- 
hilating hunger like that found 
in the deepest reaches of Africa 
and India, and doing so only 
with the knowledge of what it’s 
like to be without food for ten 
hours. 

That night, as I’m playing 
Pottermore, which is more so 
for children but still admittedly 
enjoyable, it comes to my atten- 
tion that I haven't talked to Will 
in a while. Time flies. Things 
get in the way. Life gets in the 
way. Whatever. Those are just 
eXCUSseS. 

After Will was gone, in- 
stantly gone, on July 12, 2012, 
young, much too young, twen- 
ty-three, merely days after I 
had that epiphany to talk to him 
more and ignored the impulse, 
life seemed like nothing more 
than a drudge. It slowed down. 
Time became real; it almost be- 
came poisonous. Why didn’t 
I talk to him that night? The 
next? The next? Why hadn’t 
I offered, like I wanted to, to 
do something, to spend time 
with him? I’m not so dense 
as to think that it would have 
prevented the inevitable, but 
I'm also not in such denial to 
believe that it wouldn't have 
helped, that it wouldn’t have at 
least postponed what happened 
or at least made him question 
something, anything. Why 
didn’t 1? Because | thought, like 
we all do in these moments, that 
he wasn’t going anywhere 

The most disturbing thing 
that came from it, though, was 
some of the responses in the 
aftermath. Many people gave 
their respects, were saddened, 
even people who weren't that 
close to Will. But some of the 
responses were horrifying, the 
kind you hear after every sui- 
cide. Will was going to Hell 
Will was selfish, SELFISH, as 
if the accusers had ever felt a 
pain so deeply that they even 
played with the thought, mere- 
ly played with the thought, of 
taking their own lives. As if 
they themselves weren't being 
selfish, expecting Will to just 
live through the torment, the 
torment that had haunted him 
for years, simply because they 
wanted him around. Just so they 
didn’t have to feel the lingering 
pain. 

As | look back, there's a lot 
that people could have done, 
but at the end of the day, asking 
him to hold on is akin to asking 
a person on the top of a burn- 


Ode t Puck Hua 


ing high-rise, as Wallace says, 
to just wait it out. He needed 
help, and he probably could 
have gotten it. He needed love, 
and I'm sure he had it, But most 
of all, he needed understand- 
ing. He didn’t need someone 
to tell him that everything will 
be okay eventually. He didn’t 
need someone to tell him that 
they knew what he was going 
through, because they didn’t 
Doing so is a disservice to 
those feeling the claws of de- 
pression, acting as if crippling 
brokenness is the same as ev- 
eryday pain and suffering. He 
didn’t need people to tell him 
they cared. He needed people 
to show it. 

This isn’t meant as a way to 
glorify the horror of suicide but 
merely to explain it. The hope is 
that when someone is given the 
opportunity to counsel a friend 
contemplating the end, or is 
forced into coping with the loss 
ofa loved one who just couldn't 
take it anymore, that this will 
give them some amount of 
peace. The hope is that people 
won't make the same mistake 
I did, that when given the op- 
portunity, they won't procrasti- 
nate, they won't feel like time is 
infinite. Not just for those who 
are suffering, but with anyone, 
because people come and go, 
and whether it’s self-inflicted 
or not, we cannot prevent the 
inevitable truth that we are all 
going. The only thing we can 
prevent is our own regret, tell- 
ing us that we could have done 
more. 

None of us really thought 
Will would take his own life, 
after years of seemingly atten- 
tion-grabbing “no one cares” 
Facebook posts, but eventually 
he did. We thought we under 
stood, and yet we didn’t, I real- 
ized then that there is no com- 
prehension unless I’ve actually 
been there. In this life and the 
next and the next, there’s really 
only kindness. So go out and be 
kind because there's no guaran- 
tee you'll get another chance. 

“Hello, babies. Welcome 
to Earth. It’s hot in the sum- 
mer and cold in the winter. It’s 
round and wet and crowded. On 
the outside, babies, you’ve got 
a hundred years here. There’s 
only one rule that I know of, 
babies—God damn it, you've 
got to be kind.” 

(Kurt Vonnegut) 


( 


The North Coast Printmakers 
Collective is pleased to announce 
their first gallery show in Astoria, 
Oregon at the Clatsop Commu- 
nity College Art Center. The show 
opens June 13th and runs through 
July 11th. The opening reception 
is planned for the evening of June 
13th at 6:00 p.m. in the Art Gallery 
at 1799 Lexington Ave., Astoria. 

It will be a “must see” for art 
lovers and collectors, and an op- 
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Dangerous 
spiders of the 
Pacific 


CODY OSBURNE 
REPORTER 


When you live in Oregon, 
you've probably seen your fair 
share of spiders. Actually, if you 
live anywhere on this planet, 
you’ve seen spiders. They're one 
of the most diverse species on 
the planet, so it’s likely that your 
region has a few unique spiders 
of its own 

The only region on the plan- 
et that doesn’t have spiders is 
Antarctica, Since they seem to 
dislike the cold, there’s probably 
a few residing in your warm and 
cozy living space. 

Here are some of the spiders 
people should keep their eye on 


Black Widow 

Black widow spiders are one 
of the most renowned spiders in 
the Oregon region, The distinct 
red hourglass on the abdomen 
and glossy black exoskeleton are 
unforgettable, but the black wid- 
ow spider doesn’t always have a 
red hourglass. 
the red 
will come in different shapes be- 


Sometimes. spots 


se there’s quite a few differ- 
ent species of Latrodectus or the 


common name of black widow 


spider. If you live in the Pacific 
Northwest, you'll most likely 
encounter the red hourglass. 
These spiders can be truly 
dangerous to the young and el- 
derly. Their venom is estimated 
to be about fifteen times more 
than 
a person is bitten, 
shouldn't panic. An antivenom 
for black widow spider bites has 
been available for 


potent a rattlesnake’s. If 


he or she 


quite some 
time 

The black 
seems appropriate to their be- 
havior. After the male impreg 
nates the female black widow, 
the male is often sacrificed for 


widows” name 


North Coast Printmakers Collective Art Gallery Show at CCC 


portunity to enjoy the diverse and 
fascinating world of fine art print- 
making 

The college gallery will open 
to the public for this exhibit Mon- 
day -Thursday 9-5 p.m. through 
July 11th. All art work is available 
for purchase, 

The talented print makers of 
this show have expressed their artis- 
tic passion using a variety of print- 
ing techniques including mono- 


Northwest 


the survival of the babies. This 


creates a unique a rachnid 


Hobo Spider 

The hobo spider isn’t actu- 
ally native to the Pacific North- 
west. It managed to stow away 
onto ships from Western Europe. 
Now it’s a very common sight in 
Oregon 

You really want to look out 
for these spiders. A hobo spider’s 
appearance is a brown exoskel- 
eton with long hairy legs 
thorax of the hobo will not have 
black stripes, and the leg 
ments won't have colored rings, 
which many other funnel web 
spiders have. 


The 


found in 
but these spiders have 


They’re often 
homes. 
similar characteristics to a non- 
venomous funnel web spider 
The similarities are so close that 
the two spiders would have to be 
compared under magnification 
No hobo spiders 
aren't exactly but 
they can be defensive if they are 
guarding their eggs or provoked. 
The bite from a hobo spider can 
cause severe tissue damage. 
Being bitten by one of these 
spiders is unlikely, so there’s no 


worries. 
aggressive, 


point in being afraid, They won't 
go out of their way to bite some- 
one. People need to avoid stick- 
ing their hands in wood piles, 
under boulders, or very dark ar- 
eas of a basement 

Other than that, spiders are 
your friends. They eat all the 
bugs that we consider to be actu- 
ally bad. 


source 
http://www, termite,com/spider- 
identification.html 


print, etching, woodblock, linocut 
and mixed media printing. There 
will be a brief presentation explain- 
ing the fundamentals of each print- 
ing method and an opportunity to 
meet the artists. Music will be pro- 
vided and light refreshments will be 
served, Contact: Kirsten Horning, 
Clatsop Community College liai- 
son and Committee coordinator @ 
khorning@clatsopec.edu 


by Makayla Watson 
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SHAUNA COBB 
REPORTER 


Photos by Shauna Cobb 


The opening reception for 
our 2013 CCC Art Student Show 
juried by Michael Foster was 
held Thursday, May 16th, at 6:00 
p-m. in the Art Center Gallery, 

As many in the local art 
community know, well-respect- 
ed Michael Foster has continu- 
ally offered his support to many 
students and staff here at Clatsop 
Community College. 

Many awards were presented 
that night with Foster playing 
the role of final juror. Clearly, 
this was a notable occasion for 
all the students who poured their 
creativity and courage into their 
own art pieces that were on dis- 
play for us all to view and cri- 
tique. 

Many guests enjoyed the 
various displays throughout the 
room that ranged from unique 
pottery pieces and beaytiful art 
paintings to photographs whim- 
sical mixed media pieces, 

Once the main art gallery 
room was filled with all the 
evening guests who came to en- 
joy the opening night and after 
everyone had explored all the 
magnificent art pieces offered on 
display, the art department fac- 
ulty made the introductions of 
all who contributed for the eve- 
ning’s event. 

Then different instructors 
announced the awards in the four 
different award categories begin- 
ning with the Best of Show Pur- 
chase Awards. This year work of 
two different artists were chosen 
for this award: CCC’s student 
Stirling Gorsuch for “Jonah, the 
Whale & the Lost City,” a mono- 
print/linocut and Tsatsral Guy- 
ton for her two paintings “An- 
ticipation of Spring Parts 1 and 
2,” done in pencil, watercolor. 
Gorsuch worked with Royal Ne- 
beker, and Guyton worked with 
Kristin Shauck. 

Typical of his long-standing 
support for the arts, Foster him- 
self purchased the pieces and do- 
nated them to the college. 

The next category was pho- 
tography & design where Sea 


THE ARTS 


Off the wall 2013 


Henne. per 
a tet 


artists: John Wecker with an oil 
on canvas piece titled “Ancient 
Matera” and Cat Loyd with a 
monoprint ink woodblock carv- 
ing in the Japanese-style piece 
named “Mews Muse.” Instructor 
Shauck worked with Wecker and 
Nebeker with Loyd. 

The final category for the 
evening included 3-D artwork, 
with all the pieces being de- 
veloped under the guidance of 
Richard Rowland. 

First place went to Jan Rich- 
ardson for her piece “Ancient 
House” that was stoneware-fired 
clay with natural ash glaze. Sec- 


“Judging was 


more difficult 


than anyone can imagine 
because the creativity 
demonstrated by the students 
is wonderful. 
Creativity is very important.” 


- Michael Foster 


Crews won first place with her 
photography piece “Untitled.” 
Her instructors were David Lee 
Myers and David Homer. Moi- 
ra Ferry was second with her 
photograph “Mariah,” She also 
worked with Homer. 

Jaime C. McMillan took 
third place with a piece titled 
“Tangent pt. 1/2,” ink on rag pa- 
per. McMillan, too, worked with 
Kristin Shauck. 

Drawing, Painting, and 
Printmaking 2-D had student 
Stirling Gorsuch again winning 
first place again with “Jonah, the 
Whale & the Lost City,” again 
under the tutelage of Nebeker, 

The second place winner 
was Mark Tierney with his titled 
“Pandora Tree 2” watercolor 
piece with Shauck as instructor. 

The third place winners for 
this category had two student 


if 


ond place went to Rod Max- 
well-Muir who featured a “Vase 
Form” of wood-fired clay. Nancy 
Walsh took third place with her 
clay “Winter Bowl.” 

The eclectic display was 
interesting and eye-catching, 
showing a wide range of creativ- 
ity. 

Clearly, all the students who 
participated in this exhibit put a 
great deal of effort into all their 
individual art pieces along with 
the guidance and support of their 
instructors who work hard to 
reach all their students here at 
ccc. 

1 would like to acknowledge 
all who participated in this art 
show, and I believe everyone 
willing to go deep within to 
reach his or her own personal 
creative outlets is not only brave, 
but a welcome part of humanity. 


By artist Stirling Gorsuch 
(Top photo) 
“Full Circle - The Zodiac” 


(Left photo) 
“Jonah, the Whale & the Lost City” 
First Place 2-D & Best of Show Winner 


(Bottom two photos) 
“Voice from Above” 


